






































Amendments to 
Creighton et al.
Survey Methods for the American burying beetle in Oklahoma and Arkansas

1. Dome cover over pitfall traps should be secured to the ground so wind or animals cannot
uncover the trap and allow sun and rain to penetrate trap.  

2. During capture and holding ABB’s should not be exposed to temperatures greater than
77°F or direct sun for even a few hours, this will cause mortality.

3. Plastic cups of the pitfall trap should not be flush with the ground.  The lip of the cup
should be 1/2" to 3/4" above the ground surface.  This will prevent the cups from flooding
and the beetles from drowning due to runoff.

4. Traps should be at least 7 m away from ant colonies.  A group of ants can kill a beetle.

5. Tagged beetles should be held solitarily in a container for at least 5 minutes to allow glue
to dry.

6. Close traps if weather is predicted to consist of heavy rainfall.
. 



American Burying Beetle Permittees
Provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Below is a comprehensive list of individuals/companies in the surrounding area that currently
hold permits for surveying for American burying beetles.  The company you choose is solely at
your discretion.  The Service will not provide recommendations or advice as to which company
to choose, nor will we provide any guarantees as to the quality of work.  The Services only role
in this matter is to provide a list of individuals/companies legally authorized to survey for the
beetle.  

Burns & McDonnell
9400 Ward Parkway
Kansas City, MO 64114

816-822-3267
fax 816-333-3690

Dr. Gary Schnell, Associate Director
Collections and Research
University of Oklahoma
Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History
Norman, Oklahoma 73072-7029

405-325-5050
fax 405-325-7699

Eagle Environmental, Inc.
PO Box 780
202 East 2nd Avenue, Suite 107
Owasso, OK 74055

918-272-7656
fax 918-272-0596

Roberg Environmental Consulting Services
410 East Cricket Lane
Cabot, Arkansas 72023

501-671-2334
fax 501-671-2110

Dr. Stuart Woods
Conners State College
2501 North 41st Street
Muskogee, Oklahoma 74403

918-687-6747

William Wyatt Hoback
University of Nebraska
905 West 25th Street
Kearney, Nebraska 68849

308-865-8602
fax 308-865-8045

Enercon Services, Inc.
6525 N. Meridian, Suite 503
Oklahoma City, OK 73116

405-722-7693
fax 405-722-7694
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